
5th Sunday in Lent — March 21, 2010 

It is easy to point a finger at someone caught 
red-handed in a sinful act. While someone else 
is in the spotlight, the chances diminish that my 
own wrongdoings will be found out and draw 
others’ attention—at least for the moment. 
Joining the mob of accusers also keeps me 
from self-examination and the possibility of 
repentance. It is much easier to point out other 
peoples’ shortcomings.  
In the Gospel today the case seems clear-cut. A 
woman is caught in the very act of adultery. 
The evidence is indisputable, and the law is 

clear. It is just a matter of carrying it out. Jesus’ opponents are not 
interested in the circumstances that led to the woman’s actions—and 
one must wonder how her partner escaped judgment when both were 
caught in the act! The scribes and Pharisees are intent on being able to 
charge Jesus with transgressing the law. They quote the law of Moses 
to Jesus and press him for his judgment. While they wait for an an-
swer, Jesus bends down and begins to write on the ground with his 
finger.  
Much ink has been spilled by commentators who speculate on what 
Jesus wrote. St. Jerome proposed that it was the sins of the accusers. 
Others suggest that Jesus was imitating Roman legal practice, where 
the judge first writes the sentence and then reads it aloud. Still others 
propose that Jesus is doodling, buying time while he ponders his re-
sponse. I suggest that the Evangelist is making a connection with the 
giving of the law to Moses.  
Ex 31:18 says, “When God finished speaking with Moses on Mount Si-
nai, he gave him the two tablets of the covenant, tablets of stone, 
written with the finger of God.” It is not the content of Jesus’ writing 
that is important here; otherwise the Evangelist would have told us 
what it said. It is Jesus’ action of writing with his finger, replicating 
God’s action in the giving of the law, that helps us understand that 
Jesus’ interpretation of the law is in line with God’s intent. The law was 
never intended as an instrument of condemnation but was to guide 
believers in a godly way of life.  
Like Jesus’ opponents in the Gospel, Christian teachers and preachers 
have struggled to understand how Jesus could let a blatant sinner off 
without punishment. St. Ambrose worried that the Gospel could pro-
duce anxiety in the inexperienced and tried to dismiss the idea that 
Jesus could have made a mistake. John Calvin assured his followers 
that although Jesus remits our sins, he does not subvert the social 
order or abolish legal sentences and punishments. While the latter 
may be true, Jesus does, indeed, abolish the notion that our relation-
ship with God is contained within rules and law. While these are neces-
sary for the peaceable ordering of any organization, whether civil or 
religious, law does not express adequately how we relate with God. It 
is God’s freely given gift of forgiveness, offered to us in the person of 
Christ, that binds us to God and invites us to a new way of life. It is a 
gift that is replicated every time we offer forgiveness and compassion 
to one another.  
A marvelous image is given us by Michelangelo on the ceiling of the 
Sistine Chapel in Rome: God, surrounded by cherubs, with his left arm 
draped around a female figure, strains his right arm forward, with his 
index finger extended toward Adam. Instead of pointing the finger of 
guilt at humankind, God is exerting every effort to draw the human 
creature into the divine loving embrace. Their fingers almost touch. If 
he wanted to, Adam could complete the connection. 
  

- America Magazine, March 2010 

We welcome our new Parish Kitchen.  
The last phase of the parish complex 
as envisioned by Fr. Vincent O’Reilly 
has been completed.  Congratulations 
to all on the new kitchen and the con-
verted office space. Special thanks to 
those who volunteered and contrib-
uted to the kitchen campaign.  We 
now have a completed facility where a 

variety of parish functions and celebrations can take place.  
Open house visitation will follow sometime after Easter.  Details 
will be provided in the coming weeks. 

As part of our Lenten journey with the Lord, please consider 
those less fortunate by supporting the following Outreach 
Commission Projects.  

Monthly Food Drive for the Food Locker - The monthly 
food drive last weekend was a huge success bringing in 
a total of 2,967 canned and packaged food items - the 
biggest collection to date.  Thanks to everyone for your 

generosity!   
Annual Paper & Plastics Drive for Opportunity 

House - This weekend, March 20/21, we will hold 

our annual Paper and Plastic Supplies Drive at all 

Masses for the Opportunity House Homeless 

Shelter. Please be as generous as you can. Paper 
and plastic products needed include: toilet paper, paper towels, 
plastic “food handling” gloves, plastic food wrap, Ziploc Bags 
(freezer storage bags and sandwich bags), 13 gallon kitchen 
garbage bags and “Hefty” Lawn and Leaf Bags. Please pray for 
the homeless and those who assist them.  

Daily Mass - Daily Mass will be celebrated at 
12:15 PM in the Chapel throughout the Lenten 
season in addition to our regular morning 
schedule.  
Friday Night Soup - Each Friday night during 
Lent at 5:30 PM you are invited to enjoy soup 
and bread in the Notre Dame Gym before 
praying the Stations of the Cross.   

Stations of the Cross - You are invited to pray the 
Stations of the Cross each Friday evening at 7:00 PM 
The service will conclude each week with the Bene-
diction of the Blessed Sacrament. 

REFLECTION PARISH KITCHEN 

LENTEN OUTREACH PROJECTS 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 

Do make use of the opportunities of 
Lent to continue preparations for the 

Holy Season of Easter. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Knights of Columbus - Please join us 
at a Pancake breakfast being held at the Notre 
Dame Gym this Sunday, March 21, 2010 after 
the 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM & 10:00 AM Masses.  
The menu includes pancakes, eggs, potatoes, 

sausage, juice, coffee & tea.  Tickets will be sold at the door at 
$5 per person.  Children 5 & under are free.  Proceeds will be 
used to help our Notre Dame School, a seminarian from our 
Diocese and the good works of the Order.  
Chrism Mass - The celebration of the  
Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be held on Thursday, March 25, 
2010.  The Bishop blesses the Holy Oils, which 
are used in sacramental celebrations in all par-
ishes of the Diocese throughout the coming 
year.  All the faithful of the diocese are invited 
to participate in this prayer-filled evening.  
Busy Person’s Retreat will be April 16, 2010.  These re-
treats take place from 9:00 until Noon at the Christian Brother’s 
Mont La Salle Novitiate (off Highway 29 on Redwood Road), 
Napa, California.  Retreat Director is Brother Richard Moratto, 
F.S.C. 
 

 

Faith Formation: Faith Formation Spring break starts 
March 23-April 1. Classes will resume on Thursday, April 1 for 
OCIC and the week of April 5th for the other classes.  
The Sacrament of Communion will be held during 10AM & 12PM 
Masses on Sunday, April 25 and 10A on May 2. Confirmation will 
be held on Wednesday, May 12 at 7PM. Please mark your calen-
dars.  If you have additional questions, please contact the of-
fice. 

Catholic Relief Services - To-
day, we take up the Catholic Relief Ser-
vices Collection. You are invited to give 
hope to Jesus in disguise. Give hope to 
the community that has lost its livelihood 
to a crop disease.  Give hope to the refu-

gee child, separated from her mother. Give hope to the immi-
grant, trying to keep faith alive in a foreign land. The Catholic 
Relief Services Collection helps to fund programs that give 
hope to refugees, immigrants, and the impoverished, including 
victims of war, natural disaster, and drought. Through humani-
tarian, economic, pastoral, and advocacy efforts, the Catholic 
Relief Services Collection gives hope. Please be generous in 
today’s collection. 

FAITH FORMATION 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

 
Mon.  Dn 13:1-9,15-17,19-30,33-62; Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:12-20 
 
 
Tues. Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3,16-21; Jn 8:21-30 
 
 
Wed.  Dn 3:14-20,91-92,95; (Ps) Dn 3:52-56; Jn 8:31-42 
 
 
Thurs. Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
 
 
Fri.  Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42 
 
 
Sat. Ez 37:21-28; (Ps) Jer 31:10-13; Jn 11:45-46 
 
 
Sun.  Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9,17-18,19-20,23-24; Phil 2:6-11; 
         Lk 22:14-23:56 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Mon. 7:00 AM-------------------------------- Fr. Vincent Meskenas, R.I.P. 
Mon. 12:15 PM---------------------------------------- Elliott Williams, R.I.P. 
Tues. 7:00 AM -------------------------------------Monica Hourigan, R.I.P. 
Tues. 12:15 PM -------------------------------------------Eileen Reihl, R.I.P. 
Wed. 8:15 AM -----------------------------------------Johnie Owings, R.I.P. 
Wed. 12:15 PM---------------------------------------------Edith Perry, R.I.P. 
Thurs. 7:00 AM--------------------------------------------Eileen Reihl, R.I.P. 
Thurs. 12:15 PM ------------------------------------------Int. of J & B Family 
Fri. 7:00 AM------------------------------------------------Eileen Reihl, R.I.P. 
Fri. 12:15 PM ------------------------------------------- Dolores Flynn, R.I.P. 
Sat. 8:15 AM-----------------------------------------Eileen McCarthy, R.I.P. 
Sat. 5:00 PM---------------------------------------- Rosa Matsumiya, R.I.P. 
Sun. 7:00 AM ---------------------------------------- Members of the Parish 
Sun. 8:30 AM ---------------------------------- Sick Members of the Parish 
Sun. 10:00 AM ----------------------------------------------------World Peace 
Sun. 12:00 PM -------------------------------- Vocations to the Priesthood 

SECOND COLLECTION 

Memorial Easter Lilies -  Flowers will adorn our 
church during the Easter Season this year. Please 
consider purchasing an Easter Lily in memory of a 
loved one. Names of loved ones and donors will be 
acknowledged in the Easter Sunday bulletin.  The 
cost is $20.  Please Return this form to the Parish 
Office with your payment no later than Monday 3/29. 
 
In Memory Of: ______________________________________ 
 
Donor Name:________________________________________ 

Lord, bless and be 

with our Elect as 

they prepare for the 

final weeks leading to 

full initiation at the 

Easter Vigil. Help 

them to deepen their 

commitment to fol-

low Christ each day. 

Amen. 


