
Fourth Sunday of  Easter — April 25, 2010 

There are all kinds of detergents for which the claim is made 
that they can remove the most stubborn of stains. When those 
fail, home remedies abound. Everyone knows that once a stain 
is set, it is all the more difficult to get out. The sooner the treat-
ment is applied, the better the chances the mark can be lifted. 
One of the hardest stains to remove is blood. 
 
In today’s reading from the Book of Revelation, there appears 
the startling image of blood as a cleaning agent. The seer re-
counts a vision of the end time, when a huge multitude “from 
every nation, race, people and tongue” stands together before 
the throne of the victorious Lamb, bedecked in brilliant white 
robes. The seer is told that these are “the ones who have sur-
vived the time of great distress” and that their robes have been 
washed in the blood of the Lamb. The paradox of whiteness 
resulting from being washed in blood invites us to reflect more 
deeply on these powerful symbols. 
 
At first we may think of the blood as Christ’s atoning, sacrificial 
blood, which removes the stain of our sin. But in Johannine 
literature, there are very few traces of atonement theology. 
The Lamb in the Gospel of John is the Passover lamb, whose 
bones are not broken (Ex 12:46, Jn 19:36) and whose blood, as 
in the Exodus, protects his people from the destroyer, and 
whose flesh fortifies his own for their journey to freedom. This 
is the one whose blood came forth from his pierced side, along 
with waters of rebirth (19:34), cleansing, renewing and opening 
the way to new life for all. Paradoxically, the Lamb is also the 
shepherd, whose sheep respond to the sound of his voice and 
from whose hands no one can snatch the sheep. In the Book of 
Revelation, the Lamb is now enthroned in glory, clothing every-
one in the resplendent robe of his life and love. 
 
The robes are brilliant white, the color of purity, victory and 
innocence. As Sir Isaac Newton showed, the color white com-
bines all the visible colors of light in equal proportions. So too, 
in the vision of the end times in Revelation, people of every 
color and race are gathered together into one, not to have their 
own distinctiveness erased, but for all to be formed into one 
body with equal dignity and purity. The blood that washes over 
each is the life force unleashed by the crucified Jesus and in-
fused into his followers by the Spirit. It does not whitewash the 
shedding of blood from racism and other forms of sin, but em-
powers all who are bloodied in the earthly struggles to emerge 
cleansed in his loving life force. 
 
The seer envisions this life force enduring for all eternity. Those 
who “remain faithful to the grace of God” (Acts 13:43) are shel-
tered by the Lamb sitting on the throne. They no longer suffer 
hunger or thirst, either for physical food or for justice and 
peace. The scorching heat of the struggle is past, and overflow-
ing tears are replaced with life-giving springs of water. Even the 
most stubborn of stains can be overcome when placed in the 
hands of the victorious Lamb who shepherds us. 
 

— America Magazine, April 2010 

St. Joseph Church is privileged to welcome the 
following children in our parish community 
who celebrated their First Holy Communion at 
Easter Vigil and this weekend. It is our hope 
and invitation that they continue to be fed at 
the table of our Lord. 

REFLECTION CONGRATULATIONS! 

Alam, Zara 
Alvarez, Graciela 
Alvarez, Rocio 
Angier, Jonathan 
Barron, Daniel 
Berumen, Julianna 
Bosetti Jenna 
Bulda, James 
Cabral, Martelle 
Casillas, Kassey 
Cheatham, Sean 
Creighton, Rory 
De La Torre, Dylan 
DeLuzio, Bradley 
DeLuzio, Lauren 
Dinoso, Geonard 
Doerfert, Sophia 
Dougherty, Caitlin 
Gonzales, Cynthia 
Green, Tyus 
Groves, Michael 
Guerra, Isabelle 
Hagar, Camden 
Hall, Chauncey-
Thomas 
Hernandez, Eric 
Kunde, Isabella 
Lomas, Rubicela 

Lopez, David 
Lujan, Kaylei 
Manago, Vince Karl 
Marek-Bence, Chelsea 
Martinez, Carlos 
Martinez, Samantha 
Matthews, Caden 
Nosce, Francis 
Parra, Mabel 
Partida, Rafael 
Perez, Jose 
Perez, Marcos 
Ramirez-Kutterer, 
Ariana 
Ramos, Chloe 
Ramos, Marissa 
Reagan, Lauren 
Rillon, Jehryn 
Rush, Samantha 
Ryan, Samantha 
Sandoval, Cassandra 
Smeltzer, Jonathan 
Soto, Justin 
Stovall, Brittany 
Stovall, Lauren 
Talavera, Francesca 
Taylor, Carson 
Verschuur, Megan 
Woodward, Gabriel 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Keep Faith. Support the Church in Latin 

America.  The Church in this region is undergoing 
a great continental mission, intended to strengthen 
the faith of the people and to create leaders in their 
own lands. The Church is being weakened by the 

loss of its members because of economic migration, and it suf-
fers from a low priest-to-parishioner ratio. Today’s Collection 
funds catechesis and formation programs, evangelization, reli-
gious training, and other pastoral programs designed to 
strengthen and renew the faith. For the cost of your morning 
coffee, you could buy a child her First Holy Communion book. 
Can you spare a few cups? Please be generous in today’s Collec-
tion. 
 

Mass of Anointing - On Saturday, May 8, 2010, at 

10:00 AM we will celebrate an Anointing Mass for all 
who are suffering from an ailment or undergoing medi-
cal treatments, as well as the frail elderly. We invite 
parishioners to bring family members and friends to 
this special liturgy of healing. Those involved in the delivery of 
health care are especially invited to participate.  A light lunch-
eon will be served by the Martha’s Ministry following this lit-
urgy for those who will be anointed. Please join us for this spe-
cial Mass.  Anyone in need of transportation to this Mass 

should call the Parish Office by Monday, May 3, 2010 at 447-

2354 or sign up after Masses this weekend.  Volunteers are 
needed to help with the transportation, greet and seat at the 
Mass or set-up/clean-up for the luncheon.  Sign-ups will be held 
after all Masses this weekend, or you may call Dana Gregg at 
446-3868. 
 

Notre Dame School is accepting applications for all 
grades.  Forms are available in the school office.  
Notre Dame School does not discriminate on the basis 
of sex, race, color, or national/ethnic origin in admis-

sion policy or employment practices. For more information, call 
the school office at 447-1460, office hours: 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM 
Monday through Friday. 
 
Attention Married & Engaged Couples: Learn a natu-
ral method of family planning that is safe, effective (98%) and in 
accord with Catholic teaching. Great for achieving as well as 
postponing pregnancy. Classes begin Thursday, May 13 at 7:00 
PM at St. Rose Parish in Sacramento. Register at least one week 
in advance at www.ccli.org. Contact Suzanne at afran-
cois@sbcglobal.net for more information. 

April is Child Abuse Prevention 

Month - Internet Safety for Kids - Inter-

net “instant message” and “social net-
work” sites provide an opportunity to 
engage in conversations with friends and 
others from around the world. Law en-
forcement tells us these internet sites 
are the new schoolyard for child moles-
ters seeking to victimize girls and boys. Young children do not 
have the maturity to use these advanced technologies appro-
priately. Teens should be warned and monitored by parents 
when using these sites. Do you know who all the people are on 
your child’s “friend list?” If not, ask! Teens should never provide 
personal or private information including their age, name of 
their school or sports teams or their specific location.  For more 
information about Safe Environment programs in the Diocese 
of Sacramento visit www.diocese-sacramento.org. 
 

Confirmation will be held on Wednesday, May 12 at 7:00 
PM.   
 

Faith Formation Open Enrollment for new students, Kindergar-
ten through 8th Grade begins in July through September 15th.  
More information will be available in July.   
 
Love working with children? Want to be a part of a child’s spiri-
tual journey? We are always looking for enthusiastic and dedi-
cated Catechists willing to learn and deepen their Faith. Faith 
Formation classes are held just once a week for about an hour. 
If interested in answering God’s call, please contact the Office 
of Faith Formation at 447-2354 x833. Ongoing training will be 
provided. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Parish Office at 
(707) 447-2354. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

 
Mon.  Acts 11:1-18; Pss 42:2-3;43:3-4; Jn 10:1-10 
 
Tues. Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-7; Jn 10:22-30 
 
Wed.  Acts 12:24-13:5a; Ps 67:2-3,5-6,8; Jn 12:44-50 
 
Thurs. Acts 13:13-25; Ps 89:2-3,21-22,25,27; Jn 13:16-20 
 
Fri.  Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11b; Jn 14:1-6 
 
Sat. Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 14:7-14 
 
Sun.  Acts 14:21-27; Ps 145:8-13; Rv 21:1-5a; Jn 13:31-33,34-35 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Mon. 7:00 AM--------------------------------Int. of Audrey Cabrera 
Tues. 7:00 AM ----------------------------------- Int. of Espie Venal 
Wed. 8:15 AM---------------------------------- Nell Kennedy, R.I.P. 
Thurs. 7:00 AM -------------------------------Int. of Phuong Larson 
Fri. 7:00 AM --------------------------- Maurice D. Ortiz, Jr., R.I.P. 
Sat. 8:15 AM ------------------------------- Eileen McCarthy, R.I.P. 
Sat. 5:00 PM -----------------------------------Eddie Corpuz, R.I.P. 
Sun. 7:00 AM ------------------------------- Members of the Parish 
Sun. 8:30 AM -------------------------Sick Members of the Parish 
Sun. 10:00 AM------------------------------------------- World Peace 
Sun. 12:00 PM------------------------Vocations to the Priesthood 

FAITH FORMATION 

St. Joseph Bible Study - First and Third 

Thursdays of the month at 7:00 PM in 

the Church Meeting Room.  Call the 

Parish Office at 447-2354 for more in-

formation.   


